Criminal involvement of cocaine users enrolled in a methadone treatment program.
This was a study of criminal activities of cocaine users versus non-users enrolled in a methadone treatment program in New York City. Of those 140 methadone clients studied, 100 (71%) were cocaine users. There were no demographic differences between the two groups except marital status. Married clients (including common-law married) were more likely than never-married single clients to be non-users. Cocaine users were significantly more depressed, using the subscale of the Symptom Checklist-90. Although numbers of lifetime arrests and criminal involvement (in the year immediately preceding the research interview) of cocaine non-users were distinctively lower than those of users, the differences were not significant. In a multiple regression analysis, length of stay in the methadone program was the strongest predictor of criminal involvement. Those who were retained longer in the treatment were significantly less likely to be involved in criminal activities, regardless of cocaine use.